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be finite, proportioned to the limited powers of 















his nature. “His happiness may be complete, 
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‘Give attendance téreading,to exhortation, to doctrine.’ | 








A SERMON, 
ON THE SALVATION OF ALL MEN, 
BY 0. A, BROWNSON. 
(Originally published in the Gospel Preacher, Provi- 
dence, Rhode Island. 

“For the grace of God which bringeth salvation to 
all men hath appeared :” Titus ii. 11. 

The point of doctrine laboured in this dis- 
course, is that the grace of God, will in its final 
operations, produce the happiness of all man- 
kind. 

Grace is favour. In our text it implies that 
benevolent, that compassionate disposition ef 
Almighty God, which he exhibits in the re- 
demption and final salvation of sinners of the 
human family, and that declaration which he 
has made to us by his Son Jesus Christ, by 
which he assures us that he is determined to 
bestow, on the objects of his love all the hap- 
piness, which the nature he gave them is capa- 
ble of receiving. 

We institute no inquiry why we are made 
as we are, or why we are incapable of receiv- 
ing no more happiness, or why we are capable 

« of receiving so much, but conclude that Infi- 
nite Wisdom allotted us that rank in the scale 
of being, which he considered best, froth which 
we have no right to dissent. Hence our in- 
quiry naturally resolves itself into three parts : 

1. What happiness are we capable of re- 
ceiving ? 

2. Is it consistent with what we can ascer- 
tain of the moral perfections of Deity, to be- 
stow this happiness ? 

3. Will he bestow this happiness upon all 
who are capable of receiving it ? 

1. In answering the first, we shall not say 
man can enjoy a degree of happiness equal to 
that of Jehoyah. Man is finite, consequently, 
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to that state, is giving him nothing which does™ 
not properly belong to him as man. Hence if 
we can ascertain that original state, and what 
happiness is connected with it; we can, at once, 
answer our first question. 

This state is commonly supposed to have 
been a state of innocence and active virtue,— 
“It may be so easily perceived that without 
any unusual exertion of the imaginationg we 
cam figure its reyival. All the duties to God 
and man that are neglected, we. may) ; 
performed ; all the crumés committed: qye@8n 
conceive forborne.” Man’ would then beire= 
stored to his moral perfection, and this restera- 
tion will present the idea of whatis v 
supposed to have been his primeval Gondition. 
He is endowed with all the faculties requisite 
to love God and be benevolent to his fellow: 
men. He requires no new principle to enable’ 
him to perform all the duties to his Ged, obli-' 
gatory on his station and all the offices of jus= 
tice and humanity due to his brethren. the 
have fallen from such a state, ethim be 
red, or let him be placed in such a state and) 
he will then receive all the. felicity, the con- 
sciousness of having discharged his duty, su- 
preme love to God and a cheerful submission 
to his will can give—inereased, = doubty by 
the interchange of those kind feeli ad 
good offices which en re the heart ind 
raise it in gratitude to for the blessings b 
receives. 

This state supposes, first, the absence of -alll 
those painful sensations which we receive: fro 
external violence, from the wrongs and ¢ 
rages of mankind, the beating, oppi anc 
enslaving of one another ; from the 
tyrants, fromthe rapacity and devastation of 
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the long catalogue of crimes which under vari-- 
ous names and in various forms, embitter the 
peace of society, and banish tranquility from 
the domestic circle, 

Secondly, this state supposes the absence of 
all that internal pain which is produced by 
transgression—all the compunctious stings of 
conscience occasioned by guilt or by folly, to 
which we may add a large share of the sick- 
ness and distress which we suffer, for most of 
them are in some way or other chargeable upon 
ourselves—to our imprudence or to some im- 
propriety of our conduct. Hence in such a 

state we should be free from nearly all the 
evils of which we noyegmplain, and if we 
may add an i oO and a sound 
constitution, which we } receive in the 
resurrection, and which some suppose was pos- 
sessed by man before transgression ; we may 
say man, without making any material altera- 
tions in his moral nature, is capable of being 
rfectly free ffom pain. Let the degree of 
Sepeilless be what it will, we readily discover 
§ that we are susceptible of a condition far above 
“inconceivable wae. 
+. How mueh happiness one might feel, who 


an aT, 
bines the two first, and shows them resulfip 
in benevolence, or exhibits every part adapted 
to.some useful purpose—to the convenience or 
pleasure of the sentient creation. With this 
conclusion, the seriptures of truth-harmonize, 
| An apostle sums up the moral character of 
God in short terms——* God is love,” nor mate. 
| rially deficient is the testimany of the Psalmist 
| **God is good unto all, and his tender mercies 
| are over all his works.” 
| From the union of infinite wisdom, and inf. 
| nite power, unbounded goodness is naturally 
| produced. I grant that I am unable to ascer. 
| tain the extent of Ged’s wisdom or of his pow- 
| er, but it would be folly in me, for this reason 
| to limit either. As far as I have been eno. 
| bled to extend my observations, I have seep 
| these attributes equal to any purpose of him 
| who possesses them; hence I infer they are 
infinite;—and if infinite, Deity can have no 
waat, or imperfection, Whatever he desires, 
| his wisdom devises the best means for its ac- 
complishment and his power at once carries it 
| intoexecution. With these attributes, and the 
nature which possesses them, he must be per- 
| fect, and if perfect, he must be happy. Hence 


faithfully performs his devotions to his God— my idea of God, is, that he is a happy being. 
who trusts him in eyery situation—hbas the ap- If he be happy himself, it is natural to infer 


probation of his own conscience, the peace and 
tranquility of a good heart and the complacen- 
cy of believing whatever he does, is pleasing 
to his heavenly Father and beneficial to his 
brethren, I caimot tell. But from the little ex- | 
perience I have had in such things, I conclude 
it must be great, The most yirtuous can best 


that he is delighted with happiness in others, 
or pleased with the production of happiness ia 
his creatures. ‘This proves him @ good Being, 

Now that disposition which delights in the 
misery of others, so far as we have any know- 
ledge of it, is an unhappy disposition, We 
never know a man to take pleasure in afflict- 





‘tell how great. This mucfi I say, I wish for 
ho greater than I believe such considerations 
can give. To me it would be a paradise. I | 
should recline in the howers of Eden, feast on | 
the tree of life, and drink the pure waters | 
which flow from the temple of God. 

2. Is it consistent with what we can ascertain | 
of the moral perfections of the Deity to bestow | 
this happiness ? 

I presume not to scan the Almighty. All I | 
know of him is what he has revealed of him- 
self. The volume of nature, stored with know- 
ledge for all mankind, stands open for the pe- 
rusal of all who wish to be instructed. On 
each page is stamped the impress of its Au- 
thour, ia characters so plain that he who runs 
may real—on leaves so durable that no time 
or circumstance can efface or render the wri- 
ting illegihle. Here let usread: The first sec- 
tion is devoted to his power, which is seen in 
the immensity of his works, their magnitude 
and innumerable variety. The second displays 
his wisdom, in arranging the whole in the 
most beautiful order, instituting the best and 


most salutary laws for its government, in pre- |, 


serving harmony amid all the complexity of its 
parts and causing it to pursue with undeviating 
waccuracy, the path he at first prescribed for 
the scene of its operations. The third com- 





ing his neighbour, unless he is in some degree 
of uneasiness himself. Man has sometimes 
murdered his brother, but it was because he 
believed his brother’s existence was prejudicial 
to his own. And I think I may lay it down 
as an invariable law of human nature, that we 
never voluntarily disturb, or wilfully destroy 
the peace of others unless we are unhappy our- 


| selves. Hence the most virtuous are not only 


the most happy, but the most happy are the 
most virtuous. 

From the fact that God is happy, perfeetly 
happy, I infer his perfect goodness. If good, 
he must delight in goodness, must be pleased 
with*the production of happiness. For bis 
creatures to become happy, they must become 
good, and this will make them more like God ; 
consequently a good and happy creation must 
be more pleasing to him than a wicked and 
miserable one. Scripture speaks the language 
of reason, when it represents God as having 
‘‘no pleasure in the death of the wicked,”— 
“ not willing that any should perish,” but ra- 
ther all would turn and live. If God has no 
pleasure in death, we may suppose he has plea- 
sure in life. If he delight not in the misery 
of his children, we may reasonably infer he 
delights in their felicity. Hence I see norea- 
son why our question may not be answered in 
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’ the affirmative. It is consistent with the moral | other, it will be made subservient to the origi- 
perfections of the Deity to make his creatures | nal design of God. Hence we infer the ex- © 
happy. i istence of evil now, does not necessarily afford 

Perhaps it will be said, man has sinned, and | conclusive evidence that it must always exist. 

his iniquity has rendered him obnoxious to the |. It is also alledged that God is holy, is oppo- 

justice of God. This is conceded ; but it is | sed to all unholiness and without holiness shall 

inquired, what is justice? It is nothing else | no man see him. Men are unholy. How then 
than God manifesting himself in a particular | can he consistently, with his moral. perfection, 
manner, or towards a particular description of | bestow this happiness upon them ?” To which 
individuals. Disguise it by what name you | we answer, in the same degree as God is op 
please, it will retain the traces of its deriva- | sed to unholiness, he must love holiness, and 
tion ; it is goodness, or at least so intimately | as he is represented as determined to destroy 
eonnected with it, that if Deity were not just, | unholiness, no man can dream it is inconsist-, 
he could not be good; ‘ior could he be good if | ent with his moral perfection to’ prodiice ‘Holi= = 








he were not just. The fact is, no being can 
be just without being good, nor can one be | 
good without being just. Justice is so far from | 
being opposed to the bestowment of this hap- | 
piness, that it exerts itself for that purpose, 
and is one of the principal means Jehovah uses | 
to effect it. 

But it is still alledged, ‘‘God’s honour, as a 
sovereign and a lawgiver, stands pledged for 
the execution of the sanctions annexed to his 
laws.”” This we grant; and we verily believe | 
that his honour will never be tarnished. God | 
is not honoured by disobedience, but by obe- 
dience. The bestowment of the happiness we 





ness. If it be ble, ye believers in total 
depravity ; irl to your own cdncés- 
sions, you must be completely unholy, and be 
assured, that God will never contradict himself 
for the sake of making you holy. But nature, 
reason, scripture and every thing else, declare 
it cannot be contrary to holiness to produce 
holiness. And as all we ask, is, that men be- 
come holy in order to be happy, the gbjection 
falls lightly to the ground. 

But men are not naturally unholy. My nae 
ture is asitshouldbe. By ature T width that 
constitution of mind which every one possesses, 
or which God gave mam when he made him. 


have proposed, is only, in other terms, redu- | This is human nature. This nature Christ took 
cing man to a willing obedience to the laws of upon himself, and yet he was not unholy. All 
God. If, as cannot be denied, I honour God | the unholiness we have, is our evil practice. 
more by my obedience than disobedience, so | This was all the unholiness Adam had. His 


much more shall I honour God by the recep- 
tion of this happiness than I should by remain- | 
ing in a state of sin and misery. 
But it is said, God told the sinner, “In the 
day thou eatest thereof, or transgressest, thou 
shalt surely die.” Very true: and the long 
catalogue of sufferings which blacken the page 
of history, or which depress the spirits of man- 
kind, fully verify the prediction. But there 
will be no inconsistency in God, should he in- 
duce the sinner to reform and then bestow on 
him all the happiness he is capable of receiv- 
ing. 
There are doubtless some, who think the 
existence of evil now, may be considered as a 
sure indication that it will eternally continue. 
But such persons would do well to consider the 
original design of God in creating mankind, 
was to make them happy. This is evinced by 
the capacity or pleasure he has given them, 
and the external supply he has so munificently 
contrived for their gratification. Evil, though 
perhaps inseparable in the presentmode of ex- 
istence from it, yet in no instance, that we can 
discover, does it form a part of that original de- 
sign, and it must be overruled sas to coincide 
with it, unless we suppose God may be disap- 
pointed. But as this argues imperfection in 
rfection itself, it cannot be admitted. There- 
ore, though we may not be able to determine 
the origin of evil, or the bounds of its exist- 
€nee, we must conclude that in some way or 





transgression did not corrupt his nature, nor 
doe¥our transgression corrupt or render our na- 
ture unholy. Our practice is wrong ; let this 
be corrected and all will be well. A . 
in man is undoubtedly required, but this is only 
that he may “cease to do evil and learn to do 
well.” No man in his senses can suppose ho- 
liness will ever object to a change of this kind. 
Therefore, it is consistent for God to bestow 
the happiness we have supposed upon the un- 
fortunate children of men. 

3. Will God bestow this happlners upon all 
who are capable of receiving it ! 

We trust we have prepared the way. to an- 
swer this question and to answer it with effect, 
and we hope that after this day, we shall have 
no occasion to resume it. 

We have already shown that the bestow- 
ment of this happiness is consistent with the 
attributes or moral perfections of God. It is 
only making mankind holy, and since God is 
holy it can never be inconsistent for him to he- 
stow it, and if it be not opposed to their happi- 
ness, which it cannot be, then we may natu- 
rally conclude he is perfectly willing all should 
receive it. The bestowment of it would be a 
due manifestation of his gracious disposition, 
and the withholding of it, when he had it to 
give, would be a certain proof of his want of 
affection for his own offspring. One of three 
things must be admitted: God can bestow this 
happiness and will not, or would but cannot, or 
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can bestow it and will. 


will not, you impeach his goodness, and if you | in this respect. 
say he would, but cannot, you limit his power. | 


But either being Atheism in effect, nothing re- 
mains but the last conclusion, he can and will 
make his children holy and happy. 

Only two objections can be raised against 
this conclusion. 
misery in this mode of being. “ For,” says the 
objector, “ejther God can can make all man+ 
kind happy here, and will not, or would, but 
cannot ;” and proceeds to the same conclusion, 
which is contrary to fact. But the objection 
has no weight, because, if we suppose that the 
evil we now suffer, may haye an end, or be 
succeeded by endless felici existence may 
be no argument against the ‘goodness of God. 
Should it continue eternally, we have no proof 
of the goodness of God. For we know evil is 
not good, that is, evil, absolute evil ; but a tem- 
porary suffering, like that we have in this 
world, may, upon the whole, be fer the happi- 
ness of mankind. If it be not, we say God 
should, if he could, destroy it. By allowing 
that evil will have an end, we perceive clearly 
that God may be good notwithstanding its ex- 
istence. 

The second objection is, God would save all 
mankind, or make all holy, if it were not in- 
consistent with his righteous government.— 
Now whatever government Deity may have 
established, he can have established no one that 
is inconsistent with his holy nature. And as 
we have already shown that holiness cannot be 
opposed to the production of holiness, the ob- 
jection may be dismissed. We therefore say, 
God can bestow this happiness and will. 

The fact is, the attributes of God can never, 
according to our perception of them, be har- 
monized upon any other plan, than the final 
happiness of all mankind, because in this in- 
quiry each and every individual is tg be con- 
sidered a distinct and separate creation. For 
should there be only one individual, who would, 
taking the whole of his existence into conside- 
ration, receive a preponderance of misery, Dei- 
ty, so far at least as that individual is concern- 
ed, would prove himself unkind. Had but one 
man been created, what may we suppose, 
knowing God to be love, would have been his 
destination ? Happiness to be sure. The same 
conclusion must be adopted, let the number 
created be swelled to any amount. Should it 
be said that we are reasoning upon assumed 
principles ; we answer, we reason upon what 
we know. We indeed do not know the whole 
extent of the attributes of God, but the conclu- 
sions we adopt accord with what we do know 
of them. Todraw a different conclusion, we 
must be referred to what we do not know, 
which can never be called a sure method of 
reasoning. 

2. We infer that God will bestow this hap- 
pinass, because in our origizial constitution we 
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If you say he can, and | are made capable of receiving it. All are alike 


Every man is susceptible of 
all the happiness we have supposed: All have 
a desire for it ; and this desire is the first prin- 
ciple developed in their nature. “It grows 
with their growth and strengthens with their 
strength.”” God does net mock his children, 
He does not implant in their bosoms, desires 
which he intends never to satisfy. Hence it 


| is reasonable to infer, that when he gave this 


desire, he intended to satisfy it; and as no 
power can thwart his intention it must be satis. 
fied, consequently the happiness must be con- 
ferred. 

3. We draw the same conelusion from tite 
superiour worth of a holy and happy creation 
over a wicked and miserable one. God, it is 
said, seeks for himself the highest possible 
glory. But he has made his glory and the hap- 
piness of his creatures inseparably connected. 
God declares that he has no “pleasure im the 
death of the wicked,” and every body knows 
it would. be absurd to say, God is glorified in 
that which gives him no pleasure. 

A sovereign is glorified when all his subjects 
are obedient to his laws, and are happy in con- 
sequence of their obedience ; for this shows 
him to be a good sovereign, not only good but 
wise, because he presents his instructions to 
his subjects in such a manner as to secure their 
approbation. The sanfe may be said of God, 
our sovereign. He is glorified when his laws 
are obeyed, and receives the highest degree of 
glory when this obedience makes his subjects 
happy. Obedience to his laws, proves him to 
be a wise and powerful sovereign : happiness 
in consequence of obedience proves him to be 
a good sovereign. 

‘* But may not asovereign punish?” Yes, 
but if he is powerful, wise and good, he will 
punish on the same general principles as he 
governs, viz. for the good of the punished.— 
Certainly to us that sovereign would appear 
the most glorious, who so adapted his punish- 
ment to the capacity of the criminal and the 
nature of his crime that he should be reclaim- 
ed, and any thing but glorious, would the one 
appear, that should punish eternally without 
doing any good to the punished, to himself or 
others.* Hence as the glory of God requires 
all mankind to be obedient and happy, it is in- 
ferred that all in due time will be. 


* Punishment according to the strict sense of the 
term is inadmissible. For punishment seems always 
to imply so:nething of retaliation, which is contrary 
to the doctrine of Christ and of the principles of en- 
lightened humanity. Deity has so ordered it in the 
dispensations of his providence, that certain actions or 
a certain course of cénduct does invariably produce 
painful sensations and ends in misery or death. But 
this is not to be considered a punishment but 4 
necessary consequence of such actions, and should 
teach us to avoid them. Why Deity attached pain to 
certain actions we do not know; nor can We assign a0y 
other reason why any action is wrong than that it 
produces painful sensations, These sensations have-e 
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4. We infer the same fact from the conside- 
ration, that man has within himself those seeds 
of improvement, which, if allowed to expand, 
would, in a period much short of eternal dura- 
tion, reach the felicity we have supposed. See 
that helpless infant in the arms of its nurse. 
Who would imagine that feeble mind would 
ever have power to scan the celestial orbs, de- 
termine their revolutions, and returning dis- 
arm the riven bolt of its fury and direct the 
harmless fire? Yet such was a Newton, such 
was a Franklin. Allow that mind to continue 
its expansion for a thousand years without any 
interruption, and how vast the sum of know- 
ledge it must have collected, and how much 
greater if you permit its exertions to continue 
eternally! The most prolifick source of our 
misery is our ignorance. ‘Time would oblite- 
rate this, and experience would teach us that 
the only way to be happy, is to obey the com- 
mands of God, and thus we should be induced 
to obey. 

5. We believe God will confer this happi- 
ness upon all mankind, because he has decla- 
red it to be his will. Negatively he is “ not 
willing that any should perish : 2d Peter iii. 9. 
Positively “he will have all men to be saved 
and come to the knowledge of the truth :” 1st 
Tim. ii. 4. ‘Having made known unto us 
the mystery of his will, according to his good 
pleasure which he hath purposed in himself, 
that in the dispensation of the fulness of times 
he might gather together in one, all things in 
Christ, both which are in heaven, and in earth, 
even in him:” Eph. i. 9,10. These decla- 
rations clearly show that it is the will of God 
that all men should be happy, be raised or ga- 
thered together in Christ, which are only dif- 
ferent ways of expressing the same thing.-— 
Now, since it must be admitted that God work- 
eth all things according to the council of his 
own will, we conclude it will be effected and 
men be holy and happy. 

6. We infer the fact that God will bestow 
the happiness we have supposed upon all men, 
from the consideration that he has actually 
adopted measures for that purpose. These mea- 
sures are found in the system of divine grace 
which he has communicated to us by his Son 
Jesus Christ. This grace we are assured in 
ourtext, brings salvation to, or more properly 
saves, all mankind. This grace contains the 
will of our heavenly father. Jesus is ap- 
pointed to see it executed. ‘And we have 
seen and do testify that the Father sent the 
Son to be the Saviour of the world :”” 1. John 
iv. 14. If it be God’s will that the world, or 
all mankind should be saved, and if it be true 


et Readies 





tendency to alter our conduct and lead us to the per- 
formance of those actions which are salutary in pro- 
longing cur existence and in enlarging our felicity.— 


For a full view of the authour’s sentiments respecting: 


punishment s¢¢ Essayist No. 6.Gos. Ady. 0.4.3 





that he has sent his Son to execute this will, 
that is, to save the world, will not the world 
be saved ? or shall we say that God has been 
unwise in the choice of means? God has all 
means under his control. He can produce 
means, or he can perform a work without 
means; but since he has chosen means to ac- 
eomplish his will, it would be a derogation 
from his wisdom or his power, to say that the 
means adopted are not adequate to the end he 
had inview. Therefore, we conclude that the 
purpose of God will be effected and Jesus fin- 
ish the work he was commissioned to perform. 

7. And lastly, this conclusion is adopted be- 
cause it is supported by the positive declara- 
ions of scriptures 

I shall notice in this place only a few passe- 
ges out of the many that I might enumerate, 
See Mett. i. 21: “Thou shalt call his name 
Jesus, for he shall save his people from their 
sins.” This passage positively asserts that Je- 
sus shall save his people from their sins, which 
is the same thing as bestowing the happiness 
for which we contend, and the only inquiry is, 
who are his people? Inasmuch as we are told 
he shall save them from their sins, we infer his 
people are sinners. Matt..xi. 27: All things 
are delivered unto me of my Father, settles 
the question whether all mankind or only »few 
are given to him. For if it be contended that 
all things do not comprehend every thing, we 
may with propriety reply, it at least compre- 


hends the most important things, and it would 
be a strange perversion of language to say a 
phrase of such broad import should not include 
all mankind, or hed reference only to the minor 


parts of creation. John xviii. 2: “ As thou 
hast given him [Jesus] power over all flesh, 
that he should give eternal life unto as many 
as thou hast given him.” (This verse read in 
connection with the other two, clearly proves 
all for which we contend. Here itis asserted, 
that the Father hath given the Son power over 
all flesh, and that the object for which this 
power was entrusted to him, was, that he 
should give eternal life to those that were given 
him. Nowif he had power over all flesh, all 
flesh must be in his hands or under his control, 
and if he will save from their sins, or give 
eternal life, which is the same thing, to as mas 
ny as the Father hath given him, or over whom 
he hath power, and he has power over all, it is 
evident he will save all mankind from their 
sins. 

John xii. 32: “ And I, if I be lifted up from 
the earth, will draw all men unto me.” Jesus 
was lifted up. The promise therefore remains, 
that all men shail be drawn unto him. 

Acts iii. 21: “‘Whom [Jesus] the heavens 
must receive, or retain, until the times of the 
restitution of all things, which God hath spo~ * 
ken by the mouth of all his holy prophets ever 
since the world began.” The word here ren- 
dered resfitution implies, not merely being pla- 
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eed 


ced back in a former condition, but signifies | 1 have never explored, and to a mode of exis. 
being raised from a previous bad or unhappy | tence of which I am totally ignorant. Wheth. 


state to a good or happy one. Hence this pas- 


sage contains a full and unequivocal assertion | 


of the doctrine for whieh we contend. No 
exposition can, to a rational mind, do away its 
force. Here then we rest. Reason, nature 


| 


' fle off this mortal coil.” 


and scripture, in unequivocal language demand | 
the discontinuance of sin and misery, and im- | 


periously require the universal production of 
righteousness and felicity. It shall be done. 
The last enemy, death, shall be destroyed. 
Christ shall deliver up a reconciled, a happy 
universe to the Father, and God shall be all 
invall. ° AMEN. 


ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. 


FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 
THE ESSAYIST, NO. 10. 

As faith, by the majority of mankind, is 
deemed to be more important than philosophy, 
this number will be devoted to its considera- 
tion. I speak of religious faith. The objects 
of this faith are, the existence of God, his pro- 
vidence, the accountability of man to him, and 
a future state of happiness or misery. To dis- 
cuss these subjeca or to inquire their truth or 
falsity, is not my present aim; nor indeed do 
I kfiow that I possess any infallible criterion 











by which I can positively pronounce any thing ’ 


concerning them. Each of them lies beyond 
the boundaries of my knowledge, though I do 
not Wish it to be understood that I consider 
there are no reasons which can justify our be- 
lief of them, but that, we can never positively 
know them, They are therefore maiters of 
faith and rest for the most part on that kind of 
evidence which we are but i'l prepared to col 

Jate in this mode of existence 


er the opinions I adopt in this world will have 
any effect on my Condition in the next or not, 
is something which I cannot know till I * shuf. 
1 may believe this 
thing or that, but it will make no difference in 
the truth respecting it. 

The second, ‘to produce greater felicity 
here,” demands our attention, for we cannot, 


‘consistently, be indifferent to any thing 


which is advantageous to us, poor mortals, 
while travelling through this world. This class 
of benefits may be numerous. It should be 
closely examined, not with a prejudiced, but 
with an impartial eye. We want the truth, 
but have no anxiety to deceive or be deceived. 


‘Is a belief in the articles we have enumerated 


‘ the question. 


essential to the happiness of mankind here, is 
How shall it be answered 1~ 
Shall we appeal to experience? shall we ask 
what effect this belief has had on the nations 
which now sleep beneath our feet? Whatcan 
that tell more than they were miserable? We 
may speak of wars, of outrages, and sufferings, 
which it makes us weep to recollect, but tho’ 
a religious faith was the apparent cause, we 
may be answered, they were occasioned by the 
abuse of such a faith, and notwithstanding such 
in, almost every instance has been the conse- 
quences, we may still be told it is owing to the 
abuse of faith, and we have no means of dis- 
proving the assertion. Mankind have been 
miserable with a religious faith, but we do not 
know but they would have been more misera- 
ble without it. They are miserable now, they 
are quarreling about faith; but they might 
quarrel about something else, if they had no 


faith. 


Such being the character of the principal ar- | 


ticles of religious belief, or such the foundation 


on which they rest, we seriously inquire their | 


importance? What is their utility ? 


How far | 


shall we make them the principles of our ac- | 


tions, or the rules by which our actions should 
be governed’? ‘To give a clear and satisiacto- 
ry answer to these questions, is neither easy 
nor safe, in the present state of society. 
fear issomething with which the writer of this 
essay is unacquainted, and to be told the sub- 


Another consideration is important. How 
many articles shall we adopt? all above enu- 
merated? But why-stop here? why not doas 
mankind always have done, add a thousand 
more? or who shall prevent the wor'd from 
doing the same hereafter? Mankind never 
have agreed, Christians, though they nomin- 


‘ally admit all I have stated, explain these ar- 


| ticles so as to mean things diametrically oppo- 


But | 


ject is difficult is only giving him an addition- | 
al motive to attempt the removal of its embar- | 


rassments. 


Mankind have ever since the age of history, 
embraced all the articles I have enumerated, 
experience informs us what has beenits impor- 
tance, and the tale it unfolds is to@ mournful 
to repeat. But two classes of benefits can be 
expected from adopting a religious faith: One 
is happiness in the ather world, and the other 
greater felicity here. With regard to the first 


site, anid each tells the other he will be damned 
if he does not believe as he does. How shall 
this evil be prevented? We all appeal to the 
Bible, but the Bible either gives us no infor- 
mation on the subject, or may be, and actual- 


| ly is so interpreted, as to give about equal sup- 
What is the importance of religious faith 1— | 


port to contradictory systems. ‘For instance, 
one believes the Bible proves a devil, another 


| believes it does not—one believes the Bible 


| 
| 


proves all but a few favorites will be eternally 
damned, another believes it proves all will be 
eternally happy—one is confident the Bible 
declares God is angry every day, and another 
one is equally confident that the Bible declares 
God is love and that anger rests in the bosom 


clasa I can only say it has reference to a world | of fools. Henge our difficulties multiply— 
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For if we agree what shall be the common 
source of our faith—we each claim the privi- 
lege of interpreting the books.according to our 
own understandings, of tuffing the streams 
which flow from the common fountain into the 
channel of our own particular opinions, If we 
agree on the number and names of the articles 
we are to believe, we can easily find means by 
our exposition of these articles to damon each 
other for the glory of God and the good of 
What shall we say? Shall we give up 
ali faith? By no means) Why not? What is 
itsutility? Its utility is the comfort or conso- 
lation a belief in a God and a future state may 
afford the suffering son of humanity. But does 
every system of faith do this? No: if such 
was the case one syste would not be prefera- 
ble to another. Butno system but one which 
represents God as. boundless in his goodness, 
and promises an eternal state of ceaseless bliss 
can do this. Such then is the system we will 
patronize. 

But shall we make this system a rule of our 
conduct? Yes, if we understand it But as 
we are liable to mistakes, it will be the more 
safe to act only as experience has determined 
to be most for our felicity. To attempt tocon 
vert every body to our belief is not very wise. 
It immediately produces a sectarian spirit, 
which, if we know any thing, we know cannot 
be beneficial to ourselves or others’ One im- 
portant consideration is necessary in reference 
tuour contending for faith; what’ we believe 
may be true or it may not, andour anxiety to 
circulate it should never exceed the ratio of 
good it will produce 

But it may be asked, is not faith necessary 
to please God? I know nothing about that ;— 


souls. 


the only way I know of pleasing God (if hecan 


be pleased) or which it appears most rationa 
to believe will be pleasing to him, is that we d: 
good, i, e. do justly, love mercy, and endeavor 
to make our brethren of the human family hap- 
So far as reason goes in tlris matter, if in- 
forms us religious faith is a subject between the 
individual and his God, that is, it is an individ- 
ual concern with which society has nothing to 
do. ‘But should not preachers endeavour to 
inculcate their own views or to establish their 
own religious faith 1” ‘The preacher’s office 
is to point out to us what we Should do, and 
persuade us to its performance. But what he 
believes has nothing to do with this. 
religious dogmas is no part of man’s duty, and 
thould be considered rather as indifferent, yet 
may be proposed to an aidjence for their ad- 
option of rejection. ‘The reasons by which it 
is supported may be presented, the advantages 
supposed to flow from it clearly stated; but 
here the preacher must stop—anviher step car 
ries him beyond his province. 
My opinion is nothing. but my conviction is 
that faith is less important than philoséphy j—~ 








Faith in | . 
‘should be the most unhappy creature in the 
world, and if he believed all would finally be 


| 


that if we would be happy we must pay less at- 
tention to the examination of religious dogmas 
than heretofore, and devote more to the inves- 
tigation of those subjects which are within the. 
limits of our means of observation. 


O. A. B, 


—— , 
INTOLERANCE. 

It does seem the orthodox are bent upon their own 
destruction. They seem ignorant in spite of experi- 
ence, and determined to gratify the vindictive spirit of 
their creed at the expense of the ciluse they are en* 
deavouring to support. This, though it may be no 
cause of regret to the friends of liberaliprinciples,eligits 
one fact not to be passed over, viz. the views of those ; 
who are professing to do so much for the catise of God 
are tore personal than they would be willing to have 
the world beliéve. They appear to have some object 
which they are determined to effect,whether they sup 
port christianity and the cheracter it requires,or not. 

Jason Walter, of Newark, Tioga, N. Y. a member 
of the Presbyterian-Church in that place, out of curis 
osity or some other motive, attended a Universalist 
meeting once or twice, and what is the consequence? 
Before the Church, session perhaps we should have 
said, he must appear and say he is sorry. Not con- 
sidering it any very great crime to exereise his natural 
right, he makes no coufession, What then? Why he 
is suspended from the communion, or the sacraments 
until he gives them evidence of his humble contrition. 
We can but pity the church which cannot exercise 
such a right without being liable to censure—perliaps 
excommunication, +; 

Mr. Walter addressed the church a request to make 
his defence, but had the mortification to have it re- 


jected. He addressed the church again, which address 


at his request we readily publish 0. A.B. 
THE ADDRESS. 


FOR TH# GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


Brethren and Sisters of the Church.—It 


i scems a matter of considerable regret with 


some that [ shouid presume to vindicate the 
doctrine of God’s impartial goodness—that he” 
is good unto all, and his tender mercies are o- 
ver all his works, and that Jesus Christ is the 
propitiation fer the sins of the whole world.— 


' But why they should regret this or dislike thé 


doctrine | know not, unless it be because it is 
good tidings to all people. Perhaps thewea~ 
son is as one (B. W.) said to me, and as ano~ 
ther (L. D.) expressed himself :—* If he be- 
lieved there was no punishment in another 
world for such characters as he mentioned, hé 


saved he would never again read his Bible!” 
Brethren,at first view I am disposed to won- 
der at the naffow minded conceptions of many, 
but whey Eeonsuli the scriptures I ascertain 
were i certain that in 
themselves that thev were rig and des 
pised others.” Of this class was Pauli; when 


under the-popular creed of his day, dd ingid- 


rmerhy trusted 


there 


es 8 
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enced by the tuition of the orthodox Gamaliel, 
he thought he ought to do many things con 
trary to the name of Jesus of Nazareth. But 
why did he think so? Because he trusted him 
self was righteous and despised others. _ Is not, 
I would ask, a similar feeling but too often 
manifested at the present day? and will not the 


expression of Christ to the Pharisees appear | 


justly applicable in our day of light, to many, 


very many of our brethren, “‘ ye are they who | 


justify yourselves before men.” But God know- 
eth your hearts and that which is highly esteem- 
ed’ among men is abomination in the sight of 
the Lord. 

What, allow, me to inquire, is highly esteem- 
edamong men? May I not say it isthe creeds 
of Luther, Arminius, and Hopkins, together 
with the casu collecied from the people ? Are 


not these. the things so highly esteemed among | 


men? If not, why is there such hostility man- 
ifested towards those who believe the “ Lord 
shall make unto all people a feast of fat things,” 
and that ‘God shai] wipe away tears from all 
faces, for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken 
it.” Why are persons anathematized for be- 
lieving that Jesus ** gave himself a ransom for 
all, and that the ransomed of the Lord shall re- 
turn and come to Zion, and thatit shall be said 
in that day, lo! this is our God ; we have wait- 
ed for him.and ‘he will save us; why should it 
be so? Do the heads of the house of Jacob 


and of the house of Israel judge for reward ! 
Do the priests thereof teach for hire, and the 
prophets thereof divine for money, and lean 
upon the Lord, and say is not the lord among 
us 1?” 

But to attend to the subject proposed by the 


church. It is expected that I express my sen- 
timents; and now to the Jaw and the testimo- 
ny. And first, 

1. I believe that the seep of the woman, 
that should bruise the serpent’s head, has ac- 
complished his work for the redemption of aL 
sinners, whether Jew or Gentile. 

2. I believe that the predicted Shiloh has 
come, that to him shall the gathering of the 
people be, that he is exalted to be a prince and 
saviour—to give repentence to Israel and for- 
giveness of sins to all men. 

3. I believe that Jesus Christ is the media- 
tor of the new covenant, and that he is appoin 
ted to execute his father’s will. I also believe 
that God has. abounded towards us in all wis- 
dom and prudence, having made known to us 
the mystery of his will according to his good 
pleasure, which he hath purposed in himself, 
that in the dispensation of the fulness of times 
he might gather together in one all things in 
Christ, both .which are in heaven and which 
are in earth, even in him. 

4, That Jesus Christ was made a little low- 
er than the angels, that he by the grace of God 
mighit taste death for every man, and that inas- 
"tach #s the children are partakers of flesh and 


| blood he also took part of the same that thro’ 
death he might destroy him that hath the pow. 
er of death, that is, the devil. 

And yet I find that some say that the atone- 
ment is sufficient for atu, even for every man, 
but that the folly, blindness, and obstinacy of 
the greater part of the human family are so 
great and powerful, that they will not choose 
| Christ for their portion, and consequently, they 
must, after they have departed this mortal life, 
be tormented endlessly ; and I find that some 
Calvinists have also adopted this same Armi- 
nian sentiment; but what saith the scriptures? 
** By grace are ye saved, through faith and that 
not of yourselves; it is the gift of Gop, not of 
works least any man should boast.” 

Again—i find that ‘* the Lorp looked down 
from heaven upon the children of men, to see 
if there were any that did understand and seek 
Gop. They are all gone aside, they are all 
together become filthy ; there is none that do- 
eth good, no notone.’’ Therefore I find that 
Paul taking up this same doctrine, the words 
of David, speaks thus—‘* Now we know that 
what things soever the law saith, it saith to 
them who are under the law; that every mouth 
may be stopped, and all the world may become 
guilty before Gov. ‘Therefore by the deedgof 
the law there shall no flesh be justified in his 
sight: for by the law is the knowledge of sin. 
But now the righteousness of God without the 
Jaw is manifested, being witnessed by the law 
and the prophets; even the righteousness of 
God, which is by faith of Jesus Christ: unto 
all and upon all them that believe: for there 
is nodifference: for all have sinned, and come 
shor: of the glory of Gop: for being justified 
fully by his grace, through the redemption that 
is in Jesus Christ: whom Gop hath set forth 
to be a propitiation through faith in his blood, 
to declare his righteousness for the remission 
of sins that are past, through the forbearance 
of Gop. Do we then make void the law thro’ 
faith ? God forbid: yea, we establish the law,” 
for thus spake the apostle, and so say I. And 
why may not I also who delight in the law of 
God after the inward man, believe, without 
being branded with the appellation of heretick 
for believing that ‘‘as by the offence of one, 
judgement came upon all men to condemna- 
tion; even so the free gift came upon all men 
unto justification of life. For as by one man’s 
disobedience many were made sinners, so by 
the obedience o! one shall many be made righit- 
eous.” 

Shall Tadd my brethren and sisters: ‘*More- 
ever the law has entered that the offence might 
abound: (But I have found that) where sin 
abounded. grace did much more abound: that 
as sin hath reigned unto death, even 80 
might grace reign through righteousness unto 
eternal life, by Jesus Curist our Lorp.” — 

The apostles, doubtless considering the cavils . 








that some’ would bring in contrary to this dov- 





GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


281 





i, ES. : . . 
tine, thus adds, ‘ shall we continue in sin that 

ace may abound? then says, Gop forbid,” 
then he proceeds in the two following chap- 
ers to Show the dangerous nature of sin, and 
the holiness of the law, and then shows, pos- 
itively, that ‘* by the deeds of the law shall no 
flesh be justified, and then concludes that a 
man is justified by faith without the deeds of 
the law.” 

And now my brethren why am I thus sus- 

nded from your fellowship? Is it because I 
have not faith, or is it because I have too much 
faith, to suit your mystical discernment of the 
destinies of the workmanship of God’s hands ? 

Again brethren. [sit not because I am not 
willing to be tramelled with the appellation of 
heretick, and to receive for gospel the doctrine 
and commandments of men ? Is it not because 
I was not willing, heartily to assent to the dog- 
mas of Calvin, which was acceded to by the 
self-styled Reverend Assembty of divines at 
Westminster ; for you know my brethren, that 
at the church meeting when I was arraigned 
before your preacher Mr. Riggs, I was then 
suspended from church fellowship, for the fol- 
lowing causes : 

First. For encouraging heresy by going to 


the Universalist meeting, and secondly, for not 


assenting to a clause in one article of the 
church creed, to which I once assented, name- 
ly; that the punishment of the wicked will be 
endless ; 1 then told you, that if I had offended 


against the rules of the gospel, I was willing 
to meet you on gospel grounds and then make 
any confession and acknowledgement that the | 


gospel required. 

Hence my brethren, every christian church 
ought to govern and regulate the conduct of its 
members, according to the rules and discipline 
of the gospel of Christ; and then deliver such 
asare guilty of the abominations contained 
therein, ** unto satan for the distruction of the 
flesh, that their spirits may be saved in the day 
of the Lord Jesus.”” But, my brethren and sis- 
ters, I trust in God this has not been my un- 
happy and deplorable condition! For I trust 
I have a conscience void of offence towards all 
men. But what is my offence? Oh, it is that 
Iam inclining to believe that Gop the Lorp 


has more mercy, love, and compassion upon | 


the works of his hands, than you can believe 
him to have! 
that the Lord is good unto all, and that his ten- 
der mercies are over all his works; and that 
the righteous shall be recompenced in the earth; 
much more so the wicked and the sinner ;”— 
and that Jesus Christ became partaker of flesh 
& blood, that thro’ death he might destroy him 
that had the power of death, that is, the devil ; 
and so deliver them, who through fear of death, 
were all their life time subject to bondage.” — 
In consideration of the theme that God is love, 
and that our.blessed redeemer ‘‘ came not into 
the world to condemn the world but to save the 


Yes, I am inclining to believe | 


world,” well might the grand apostle say, * If 
any man love not the Lorp Jesus Curisz, let 
him be ANatuema Maran-atua.” Now my 
brethren, (for we all have one father and all 
we are brethren) I say that the church should 
be subject to Christ in every thing, and be gov- 
erned by his gospel law to the end of the world. 
I therefore say that the church has no right to 
give her ministers any higher authority than 
any other member of the church has. For 
them to assume undue veneration derived sole- 
ly from their office, regardless of the rectitude 
of character, is one among the most dangerous 
impositions upon mankind. For the written 
word of God is the only rule, and the sufficient 
rule, both of our faith and practice; it is the 
lright and duty of every man attentively and 
| candidly to inform his mind asvextensively as 
he can concerning all subjects on which his 
| happiness depends. 
| ‘Therefore I say, that all civil or ecclesiasti- 
cal attempts to take away those rights from a- 
| ny man, or number of men, is tyrannical; and 
| such tyranny is unjust, unreasonable, and ir- 
| religious, bigotry and partiality ; theseare the 
constituent and pernicious principles of moral 
evil. 

Therefore brethren, all stratagem or priestly 
| policy to conceal the truth from man, by taking 
| advantage of their ignorance, their passions or 
| their fears, has in it the essence of lying and 
| fraud ; and ought to be discouraged by all peo- 
| ple, as having a pernicious influence upon the 
| best interests of society. 

For the kingdom of Jesus is not of this world; 
| and its design is to subdue the malevolent af- 
| fections of man into the divine nature, and thus: 
_to fit him for eternal happiness; therefore all 
attempts to change our Saviour’s mild system 
| of religious discipline, and to convert it into 
a temporal or worldly dominion, are utterly 
| unchristian, and destructive of the gracious 
ends he had in view, in coming into the world, 
| forall ecclesiastical bodies are responsible to 
| God in their social capacity, for their official 
| acts, 

And for them to make laws forthe expulsion 
of members not founded upon the Jaws of Christ 
is to act upon independent authority, and! of- 
ficially to renounce their allegiance to the su- 
preme governor of the church, for all people 
who believe the record that God gave of his son, 
| attd who from the influence of that faith, will 

sincerely labor to obey that gospel, are Christ’s 
| true disciples, and ought to be acknowled as 
| such; therefore all sectarian policy, legislation, 
| or intrigue, intended merely to rival, degrade, 
| or destroy any other christian sects, is unchris- 
| tian, and ought to be discouraged by every re- 
| ligious heart. 

Brethren, I find that ignorance and error are 
the greatest promoters of sin and misery among 
mankind; and the maxim that general ignor- 
ance is advantageous, as the mother of devo- 
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tion, and so had its origin in the darkest re- 
gions of ecclesiastical despotism and imposi- 
tion. 

Therefore the human mind in its intellectu- 
al inquiries, has a right to progress without any 
restrictions other than those of truth or evi- 
dence; all religious truth is to be ascertained 





and determined by the light of reason and rev- | 


elation, which should never be suspended or 
set aside by the mere decisions of human au- 
thority. All are led by the testimony presen- 
ted to their understandings, either to believe 


ot disbelieve ; and although coercion may in- | 
duce a person to profess an assent to the belief 


of a doctrine or proposition, which to his mind 
is not sustained by gospel evidence, yet his as- 
sent only proves that Ire dares not avow what 
his real convictions are. 


Therefore we may conclude, that thousands 


in our day do outwardly assent to doctrines 


which they cannot understand is very evident; | 


and if mankind are incapable of believing what 


they cannot comprehend, no doubt then, there | 


are many more nominal than real believers in 
those doctrines of men; therefore it seems to 
argue but little knowledge of human nature in 
any one, to suppose that the mind of man can 


be controlled by coersive measures, mankind | 


can be kept in ignorance by the fear of the 


popular priests; but | say, whenever the un. | 


derstanding becomes eulightened, it will be 
free ; for saith the apostle, ** stand fast in the 
liberty wherewith Christ hath made us free ; 


and not be entangled again in the yoke of bon- | 


dage.” ‘The apostle commands us saying, ** Jet 
each ésteem others better than themselves.” — 
1 asx now, can a man have that humility and 


charity required in the gospel, who thinks that | 
thousands, yes, almost all the human family, | 


will be endlessly miserable for the want of that 
grace which he possesses himself? 
people possess an uncommon share of bumili- 
ty? Are the devotees of such a doctrine more 
disposed than others to deny themselves, and 
take up their cross and fullow Christ? Are 
they less extravagant in dress, less anxious to 
be sought after than others? Humility will 
be found wherever charity exists in the heart ; 
and is evineed by those who are willing to ‘ la- 
bor and suffer reproach for trusting in the liv- 
ing God, who is the saviour of all men, espe- 
cially of those that believe.” Finally, breth- 
ren, be ye followers of God as dear children, 


bless them that curse you, and pray for them | 


that dispitefully use you or persecute you. 
JASON WALTER. 
p —___] 
FOR THE GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 

REMARKS ON IMPRUDENCE. 
Amongst the great mass of mankind there 
ere many imprudent people. Among the cler- 
there are many ; and even among the ortho- 
dox there are many who too often overstep the 


Do such | 


bounds of prudence. ' The common people, or 
those who commonly attend our meetings, be] 
are members of the church, are too often seen 
_ conversing with Universalists and other hetr. 
dox persons, which must unavoidably lead to 
inquiry and investigation, particularly of ortho. 
doxy and tlie holy scriptures. . Now this is im. 
prudence ; and if such persons knew the na. 
tural tendency of such a course—the inquiry 
which it leads te, they would, in future, be 
more cautious. Ministers too have been yery 
imprudent in this respect. Some seem to de. 
light in matters of controversy. They seemty 
possess a zeal which is not according to know. 
ledge. Some have deigned to answer the 
writings of Universalists with a view: to refute 
them. This is imprudence; for ministers should 
bear in mind, that the examination of such. 
books, is calculated to lead the reflecting part 
of community toa desire for the perusal ; 
whereas if such books were unnoticed, there 
would be less examination of the subject. 
Our Presbyterian minister in this place, 
(Elbridge,) has been very imprudent in this 
| respect in condescending to answer Mr. Bal 
four’s Inquiry, and notwithstanding the mem- 
' bers of the church who are more prudent, have 
expressed their disapprobation to such a course, 
| reminding him at the same time that it was im- 
prudent and unprofitable, yet he has deigned 
| to write and deliver four discourses on the 
subject, as an answer to, or refutation of, the 
work. Now this is imprudent—’tis unprofita- 
ble. But he has insisted that his object was 
to ‘illustrate God’s word,” and if we did not 
| approve of it, “the fault was our own.” 
| True: but he could “illustrate God’s word” 
in adifferent and more prudent manner than 
in the examination of a work which was writ- 
ten by a dissenter. We could see farther than 
this. We were aware that the examination of 
such a work would lead to inquiry. As this 
book calls in question the doctrine of our reli- 
gion, alias, endless misery, this must be known 
| by the congregatiou who assemble to hear its 
examination. But what is still more impro- 
dent and more subversive of good chureh poli- 
cy, is, that in the introduction of this examine- 
tion, our minister has acknowledged that Bal- 
four’s book is ingenius; that he is a man of 
talent, learning and candour. Now such a con- 
cession as this, is enough to vex one’s soul. 
What! Walter Balfour a man of talent! a man 
who conducts his “ Inquiry” with a good de- 
gree of fairness ; that his “Inquiry” maintains 
that the word translated hell in the scriptures, 
| never originally signified a place of endless 
| misery in a future state! All this is toomuch 
| to tell a whole congregation: this is impru- 
| dence truly ; for all these things are calculated 
lto excite a curiosity to examine the work; 
| therefore we do most sincerely wish that our 
| minister had conducted more prudently. We 
| have reason to believe, however, that 
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priests generally are more schemy and exer- | 
ge more policy than this; for look at the 
Professors of Auburn Seminary. They under- 
and church policy better than to engage in | 
the examination of books written by dissenters. | 
The Faculty of that Institution knew better | 
than to write even an Essay against Univer- 
alism, to be received and examined by Uni- 
yersalists ; and although Universalists have 
insisted, that if Universal salvation is a false 
doctrine, it ought to be refuted and exposed; | 
hat as this sentiment is fast spreading and ma- 

ny are embracing it-—embracing a fatal delu- 

son--a delusion which will destroy their dear- 

estinterests—a delusion which will effect their 

eternal destiny, and destroy their everlasting 





peace, if believed and proved to be false. All | 
these considerations have been presented to | 
the faculty by Universalists, urging at the | 
same time with much earnestness that such an | 
Essay ought to be written if such consequen- 
cesare involved. But does the Faculty allow 
this request to be granted ? No: notwithstand- 
ing all these important considerations. These 
ae not all. ‘They wiil not grant their request 
fora fair compensation. The sum of twenty 
dollars has been offered to the students of Au- 
burn Theological Seminary for their best writ- 
ten Essay against the doctrine of Universal 
salvation ; also a complete sett of Mosheim’s 
Ecclesiastical History for the second best, their 
comparative merit tobe decided by the Hacul- 
ty of said Seminary. But these considerations 
arenot sufficient to induce the Faculty to grant 
theirrequest. They well know that this pre- 
mium was a fair compensation for writing such 
a Essay, but still it was no inducement ; and 
fr this reason—it would lead to inquiry, to | 
examination and to thorough investigation. It | 
would lead to a controversy, to an examination | 
of our restraining and all important doctrine of | 
endless misery and of the basis on which it | 
was built. It will exeite inquiry as to its ori- | 
gin and correctness. The Faculty well know, | 
and we are pretty well persuaded that the doc- | 
rine originated in heathenism ; that its basis | 
is pagan philosophy. These things will neces- | 
sarily be inquired into, and our craft will be | 
in danger. Probably the students, being young | 
and inexperienced, would have written the said | 
Essays ; but the Faculty, these wise heads, | 
would not suffer it. These “old chickens” | 
knew better. Nay, let us, like them, endea. | 
Vour to suppress every inquiry of the kind. | 
Let us disoourage ali such controversies, for | 
great is the Dianna of Orthodoxy. Therefore, 
let no such Essays be written, for such inquiry | 
will destroy our craft by which we have our | 
wealth. D 
a enema 
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quently published by the believers in endless 


| misery, and so triumphantly alledged by them 


as irrefragable proof of their horrid sentiments, 


| To show that expressions made on the brink 


of the grave are deserving not more, if so much, 
as those made in sound health and a tranquil 


| state of mind, is vain; for those who depend 


on such: questionable testimony, are generally 
deaf to the voice of reascn and strangers to the 
language of common sense. 

A man labouring under a wasting disease, 
racked by the most violent pain, cannot be sup- 
posed to be in a proper condition to weigh the 
testimony of scripture, or attend to the sug- 
gestions of unperverted reason. The enerva- 
tion of the body, in almost every case, weak~- 
ens the mind, and all experience demonstrates 
the fact, that in seasons of sickness and dis- 
tress, we are more prone to dwell upon the 
dark side of the picture, and to believe the 
worst is true, than we are to do otherwise.— 
Death, when apprehended to be near, trices 
both a man’s sincerity and the strength of his 
mind. Nothing more; unless, indeed, it be 


| supposed that God makes to him a supernatu- 


ral communication, and informs him respecting 


the future destiny of mankind ; which, though 


it be an old tradition, I have never yet seen 
demonstrated. and trust I never shall. What 
a man says when he is about to die, may be 
taken as good proof of what he, at the moment 
of speaking, fears or believes to be true. I 
say fears or believes to be true, for I think 
that in nine cases out of ten, where persons 


| have died expressing their belief in endless 
| misery, it was rather their fears than their be- 


lief which they expressed. 

In relation to endless misery we all know it 
is the doctrine we learned in the nursery, and 
that it is the one with which we are most con- 
versant during almost our whole lives. The 
early impressions received, often obtrude them- 
selves in spite of revelation and the power of 
reason. Hence it is nothing to be wondered 
at, should the convictions of after life be over- 
powered by the influence of early instruction, 
especially when the mind has lost its strength 
and is confused by the awful annunciations of 
those kind friends who are ever ready to pre- 
vent one’s dying in peace if he be not of their 
faith. Should a person, therefore, whose in- 
fancy and youth were spent in hearing the doc- 
trine of endless misery, afterwards embrace 
the doctrine of universal ;salvation, but in a 
dying hour, when reason was in part over- 
powered by the intensity of his pain, should he 
have his earlier impressions and his fears get 
the better of his understanding, we should con- 
sider it no proof of the truth of endless misery 
or of the falsity of Universalism. Go to our 
forest—convert the “ untutored Indian,”’ from 
his rude worship of the Great Spirit, to the 


tis with no small degree of regret that I | truths of Christianity. For a while he may ap- 


wadthe accounts of death-hed scenes, so fre- | 


‘ 


pear convinced and at rest. But let the grim 





284 


monster death appear, the hope ‘of the Christ- 


ian is gone. He hears, in the moaning of the 
winds, the hollow voice of: his ancestors, com- 


manding him to die an Indian, and hope for | 


the happy hunting grounds where his fathers 
have gone. To urge this as an objection against 
Christianity, would argue our ignorance of hu- 
man nature, or our intention to deceive. The 
fact is, the dying confessions or professions of 
a man prove nothing but his honesty, his fears 
or hopes. They are not, they cannot be a proof 
of any system of faith whatever ; and the party 
or parties resorting to such kind of evidence to 
support their respective systems, encourage the 
suspicion that they are at great loss for proper 
arguments, and like the drowning man, refuse 
not to catch at a straw. 

Ihave been led to these remarks, from 
frequently seeing in orthodox papers and tracts, 
articles with a title similar to the caption of 
this article, but more particularly, from observ- 
ing, in a late paper, an article from the Roches- 
ter Observer, relating to Mr. David W. Bell, 
who, it is said, was an advocate for universal- 
ism, but renounced it before his death. I 


always respect the ashes of the dead, and dis- | 
like to speak much about them, from the regard | 


{ have for the feelings of the living who sur- 
vive to lament their loss. ButIcan say that 
Mr. Bell did advocate the doctrine of Univer- 
sal salvation, and the reasons he assigns for its 
truth in his letter to his father, are to me much 
more powerful and convincing, than those 
which he offered against the doctrine in his 
dying hour. If those editors who haye pub- 
lished the article to which we allude, will re- 
fute, by fair argument, the reasons offered for 
the’truth of Universalism, by this same David 
W.Bell, I engage to publish their arguments 
and renounce my faith in the impartial good- 
ness of God, providing they will publish his 
letter to his father, which may be found in the 
30th No. and vol. 5. Gospel Adv. O. A.B. 
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it was a burial ground. 
those who were sleeping beneath my feet.— 
My mind, busy with schemes of ambition, had 
already seen several fine air-built castles dis- 


I did not think of | 
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—vast his eye towards heaven, and seemed {p 
say, “I shall clasp thee ouce more to my bo. 
, som.” 

I. was young. Misfortune had not they 
| marked me for her victim—-adversity had yo 
| then strewed my path with thorns and brn. 
| bles. Sorrow had notfound its way to my 
| heart. I had lived—laughed—dreamed of py 
| evil—loved and was loved. Thoughts of bliss 
| beyond the grave had not been encouraged, | 
| had read, I had doubted—was a sceptick — 
| “Old man,” said I, “art thou so foolish jn 
| spite of thy experience? Thy years shoul 
| have taught thee wisdom. Thy son is deaj 
| Why wilt thou deceive thyself with a hope 
| Vain? Meet him again! Thou wilt mouldg 
| by his side and be forgotten.” He replied ng; 
| but he cast upon me a look. O that look! | 
| shall never forget it. Years have elapsed, bit 
| I see it now and feel its reproach. There wy 
| no resentment in it, but it seemed to say~ 
: * Young man, God forbid thou mayest ev 
i see the need of this hope to buoy up thy mind 
and tranquilize thy spirits, when all the ties d 
earth shall be broken, and all sublunary joys 
shall fail to support thee.” 

Twas evening ; I returned, sought my bed, 
but could not sleep. The image of the old 
man who had braved so many winters, stood 
before me. He had been a husband—he had 
been a father. Six lovely children had hmg 
upon his knee and blessed his paternal car, 
He had outlived the companions of his youth; 
| the associates of his riper years were not; his 
| wife, who for half a century had shared hig 
| joys and sorrows, had gone down to the landof 
' silence ; his children, one by one, had followed 
| tothe grave. The last, the only remaining 
| solace and support of his years, the staff which 
! guided his tottering steps down the decline of 
| lite—the fond child who had promised to cle 
| his eyes and lay him calmly to rest when his 
| Master should call him to sleep, was now hid 

in the “narrow house.”’ 

The old man stood by his grave. He stool 
| like an aged oak stript of its foliage, rived by 
| the frequent bolts of heaven, with its branches 
mouldering at its feet. There was no tie whieh 
' bound him to the earth. All for whom he was 
| ambitious to live, were dead. The world to 
| him was a wilderness. He seemed east upon 





solved before the rude approach of reason and | a waste, sandy desert ; no liv ing thing to charm 


conscience. I was framing another: I had 


| the eye or make amends for the solitude 


painted the goddess Fame in her brightest robes | within. 


—was listening to the shrill swell of her cla- | 
rion, which, I fancied, would carry my name | 


1 was already medita- 
. A grave was 
It 


to the latest posterity. 
ting a violent attack upon 
close by me, fresh with new raised earth. 
attracted my attention. 

An old man, whose head seemed silvered 
over with the frosts of four score winters, was 
leaning over the new made tomb. He raised 
himself from his stooping posture—dropt a tear 


He had cast a look to heaven ; hope, the 
friend of the friendless, assured him that he 
should again meet his wife, his children, . bis 
friends, in a happy land, where parting could 
not come, and sorrow was unknown. Te 
old man tasted the bliss, forgot his years, hi 
toils, his sufferings, his losses, and his bereave- 
ments ; he seemed to swell with joy. "Twas 





this joy I would have taken away—’T was ths 
sweet vision I would have destroyed—For 
WHAT? SENEX. 
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“{DVOCATE AND INVESTIGATOR, 





“6 BARSESELY COBY CONTEND FOR THE FAITH.” 





SABBATH SCHOOLS. 
So much has been said,so much has been written | 





on the interesting institution of Sabbath Schools, that 
tis with reluctance we acvert to the subject. We 
ould be the last to oppose an institution which pro- 


nises to be useful to mankind. We have no sectarian 


views to promote, We utterly disclaim every thing 
{a party consideration, and though we oppose these 


chools, it is because we are cempelled by a sense of 
to God and to our country, not be- | 


the duty we owe 


cause the supporters of them, profess different religious 


sentiments from our own. 

The Sabbath School has undoubtedly strong claims 
upon the friends of virtue. Whatever tends to form 
the character of the child, must be interesting to com- 
munity. 
when he was a zealous supporter of Sabbath Schools, 
aud an active teacher in them. He ther thought the 
institution a good one, Ie has had no reason to change 
his mind since, 
enforce its claims, are not to be lightly treated, they 
are deduced from a correct principle—from a principle 
disclosed by experience, and sanctioned by revebation, 
viz.“ Train up a child in the way he should go, 
when he is old he will not depart from it.” 

We duly appreciate education ; we are pleased to 
see schools multiply, and are ready to patronize any 
which will embue the young and tender mind with 
usefal knowledge, and give it an exalted sense of mo- 
tal virtue. 
dignation at the perversion of Sabbath Schools, to the 


But we know not how to repress our in- 


baseuess of party purposes, and to the meanness of sup- | 


porting the sectarian intrigues of clerical demagogues, 
We confess ourselves sensative on this subject. There 
sa voice heard from other years, a warning from the 
lomb bids us “ beware.” The pages of history, black- 


ened with the crimes of priests in power, solemnly ad- | 


monish us to look with a jealous eye on every measure, 
which is calculated to give the clergy an undue as- 
cendancy over the people, 

We cannot recollect their conduct in former times, 
without being convinced, that power is unsafe in their 
pretended hallowed hands. Europe, drenched in her 


noblest blood, speaks a language, too plain not to be 
understood, and too mournful to be diregarded. Spain, | 


once so renowned for its bravery, and the noble mind- 
edness of her inhabitants, presents a scene over which 
the philanthropist may justly weep. Impoverished by 
priests, eat up by monks, and rendered ignorant and 


most barbarous by clerical influence, she struggles | 


invain for liberty—contends uselessly for freedom till 
the can break the chains of superstition. The finest 
tountry in Europe is thus overhung with q sickening 
sloom. A sanguinary religion, a persecuting faith, 
holidays, baubles, whimsical rites and sanctified shows, 
ie nearly all the nation can boast. It is not for the 
want of genius, it is not for the want of schools and 
‘eminaries of learning, for no country has more ; butit 
is the want of free ecclesiastical institutions, which 


The writer of this article recollects full well | 


The arguments by which its friends 


and | 


| undhee kle the miud and give it liberty to pursue its 
| own course in the investigation of religion and the 
| phenomena of nature. 

| England the birth place of our ancestors and the 
| land allied to us by similarily of language, laws and 
| customs, can. unfold a tale that should make us stare, 
pause before we implicitly follow her steps. Whether 
a monarchy or a republick, she knew no peace tilk 
her clergy were humbled, and part of their influence 
j taken away. Catholick or Protestant, Episcopalian 
or Presbyterian, there was no difference. The reign 
of Henry the VIII. is traced in blood and stamped 
with disgrace by religious persecution. The Common 
wealth, whether under the direction of the Parlia- 
' ment, or the usurper Cromwell is sullied by the same 
disgrace, which ever follows clerical influence. 

This country is at present free, but we are not sure 
it will always remain so. If we neglect the safeguards 
required, if we sit at our own ease, and say the day 
| when church and state can be allied, is too distant to 
| trouble us, we may find the evil approach and our 

carelessness may allow the priests to rivet the chains 
of our despotism ere we apprehend danger can reach 
us. We have seen our country free, seen her flour- 
| ishing with unexampled prosperity. Seen her active 
' and intelligent sons whitening every sea with her com- 
merce, filling every port with her ships. We have 
seen them converting the forests into gardens, and the 
| desert into pleasant fields, so pleasing was the sight 
that the sun seemed to linger upon our horizon, un- 
| willing to cast a shade over so much loveliness ; and 
| shall we see our children trained by those whe tram- 
| ple upon all rights, all authority and regard, only their 
own ambition ? 

There is not, {mere cannoi remain the 
| doubt in the minds of those, who regard whit is pass- 
| ing around them, that these Sabbath Schools are des- 
' tined to effect an end very different from their avowed 

object. These schools are said to have an important 

bearing upon the safety of our political institutions ; 

And if properly conducted we believe they would be 
| useful, for virtue and intelligence are the bulwarks of 
But there is such a thing as er- 
roneous. iustruction. Schools may be multiplied ; 
teachers may be procured; but of what advantage to 
the cause of virtue when the schools are established 
for the purpose of teaching errour, and the instructors 
dare not deviate in their lessons from the commands 
of aspiring priests who employ them? We appreciate 
instruction, but we abhor the poison infused by these 
Sabbath Schools, under their present directors. The 
books, the children are taught, commanded or per- 
suaded to read, are such as must stifle every nuble 
sentiment, cramp free inquiry, enervate the intellectu- 
al man, and make the poor priest destroyed child the 
dupe of any clerical despot. 

These schools instead of teaching the child useful 
knowledge, seem instituted or at least supported by 
the clergy for the purpose of preventing its acquisi- 
tion. We know in these schools a jargon is learned, 
but what is it worth? The child is taught the fall of 
man, the existence of a devil, the doctrine of the Trin- 


shadow of a 


| a free government. 
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ity, justification and final perseverance of the saints, of the Sabbath School system, in twenty years such g 


the joys of heaven, and the miseries of hell ; and 


the philosophick have strived in vain to reduce to the 
jevel of human comprehension. In addition to these 


they may learn some scraps of scripture which are 


@yually anintelligible, for no man does or can under- 
derstand the Bible. They must then read about lit- 


tle Julia two and a half years old, praying for her pa 
or ma, and about, how wonderfully pious various ba- | 


bies have been, and how important it is for children to 


go to meeting, to keep the Lord’s day holy, to give or | 
rather beg from their parents money to save the souls | 
of poor heathen children, which God made on pure | 


pose to damn, &c. 

Now what in the name of common sense is such in- 
struction, but teaching ignorance or folly? It appears 
well calculated to bring back the dark ages, by mak- 


ing. pompous swell about education, when nothing | 
Then the most important | 


but words are learned, 
question was, whether two angels could occupy at the 


same instant, the same physical point; and we are in | 
a fair way to have it the most important question to | 
be discussed, whether one pleases God the more by | 


having a little water put upon his forehead or by be- 


ing put all over under water? When such shall be the 
ease, the people will be prepared to follow their priest. | 


But can we patronize Sabbath Schools when we 
notice the comBtnaTion forme to support them? 
We do not like these combinations. They are just 


causes of alarm. 


any other class under a free government, may at some 


juncture sap the foundation of its freedom and estab- 
lish a despotism degrading and distressing to human 
nature. Have we watched closely the movements of 
a certain party ; do we know they have come into a 


solemn agreement to effect a certain object? do we | 


know they have one class of agents to procure funds 
under various pretences, and another to prepare the 


minds of the people and mould them to the wishes of | 
the managers of this combination ? Whether the peo- | 


ple know this or not, it isa fact, easy enough to be 
proved ; nor is it dificult to ascertain the object they 
have in view. 


Why, we solemnly ask, why have the leaders of ' 


this party sacriligiously disturbed the ashes of the 


dead? Why have they endeavoured, to depreciate in | 


our memories, the worth of such men as Jefferson, as 
Franklin? Why rail at those worthy patriots of the 


times which shed so much glory over our country ? | 
Why has the pulpit beer made to utter the sentence | 


of endless misery upon every patriot of our country 
who chanced not to be orthodox in his creed? The 
answer is at hand ; to prepare the minds of the people 


for a change, to make them tremble at the thought of | 


other than professed Christians for rulers. What then? 
Then come the Christian party in politicks with Dr. 
Ely’s million voters, and sound orthodox divines, or 
those who are pledged to be faithful to them, will be 
lected, and by the operation of such manoeuvres, and 


Combinations of the clergy or of | 





revolution in the minds of the people may be effected 
what can achild ten or fifteen years old understand of 
these abstruse dogmas, which the learned, the acute, | 


that a religion will be established by law and the 
clergy be paid from the national treasury, Such » 
doubt is the object. Late developements have place 
The various combinations why. 
ther for the purpose of running stages, or sanctifying 
the Sabbath, or sending the Gospel to the Heathen, a} 


it beyond a doubt. 


have a bearing upon this object, and are designed ty 
convince the people that our government is irreligioy, 
and that we must have one which will ‘do more for the 
cause of God and the CLERGY. 

The Sabbath School is an important link in thi 
chain, and if we do not wish for the fetters of cleric 
despotism, we mast dissolve this combination, and 
place Sabbath Schools under the direction of Patrint. 
ism and common sense. If these schools are notig, 
mediately reformed, if they are not separated froy 
this powerful combination, called the “ Sabbath Scho! 
Union,” every friend to his country, to rational piety, 
will keep his children at home and forbid the aga 


and managers from coming into his house, 


The advocates of these schools are loud in ther 
praises of education; but alas their zeal evaporates in 
teaching children a little puerile trash, and their friend. 
ship, their ardent desire for our political institution 
die with the prospec: of making our children learned 
fools or superstitious wretches, The prisons are ai: 
verted to, * no Sabbath School scholar has ever been 
known to be confined there.” This, though it is not 
true may be deserving attention. The principle, that 
even those who have no principle but their own am 
bition, elicit, isa good one. All that is wanting to 
render our jails and penitentiaries useless is to raisd 
the standard of education, We have for one no doubt 
that the five hundred, or nearly five hundred thousand 
dollars expended on the prison in this place, ifithad 
been given to the common schoo! fund of the state and 
expeniled in employing competent teachers, for the 
instruction of youth would have done five times the 
good-it has now, either as it regards the safety of the 
community, or the suppression of crime. 

Let these persons, who are saying so much abot 
Sabbath Schools, about the value of edueation, stop 
begging money to send missionaries to the South Se 
Islands, Bengal, Bombay, and the Lord knows where, 
let them stop expending so mnch in building meeting 
houses, let them retrench the overgrown salaries of 
some priests and put the sums they thus acquire into 
the common school fund, and they may have the ples 
sure of seeing the standard of education raised, may 
see the tone of moral feeling elevated and society be- 
come virtuous and happy. Let the children be taught 
useful knowledge, but we detest the sickish stuff of 
these Sabbath Schools; we abhor their tracts, their 
prayers and their exhortations, They all havea tea 
dency to make the scholars devoted to the Church; but 
opposed to every thing else, Let them become schools 
of science, where the youthful mind acquires a know- 
ledge of things and not merely of. opinions, and we 
will support themwith what influence we have. 

0. AB 
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Our good orthodox friends are c srtainly not inacte | 


ive. They seem determined to monopolize every thing. 
Not content with the namerous combinations which 
they have already formed, against the ‘good of com- 


munity, they have sent out their agents to form | 


another, which if effected will doubtless complete 
their wished for monopoly. We have not tithe nor 
room to give particulars, 
have learned, the combination is for both poLiticaL 
and religious purposes. It is, by soliciting funds frem 
the people to defray part of its expenses, to monopolize 


us to form our opinions according to the books and 
papers they shall please to put inte our hands, Is not 
this another wheel in the mighty machine which the 
orthodox are erecting against our free institutions? 
The agents for effecting, this we believe have traversed 


considerable part of our country, and one, we suppose | fo al) the ascts? 


by no means the least, visited our village, and received 
Let the people be 
There is an enemy in the midst of us, 


money—we know not how much. 
careful. 


--« SELECTIONS. 








“rom the Christian Baptist. 
SPIRITUAL WAR. 
This is a time of great religious excitement : 


We remark from what we | uncircumcised Philistine. 
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tory, in consequence of their superior physical, 
moral and intellectual strength, and are ap- 
proaching the dnset with all the self confidence 
of Goliah of Gath ; the sons of Gospel liberty, 
with all humility, all the confidence of faith, 
and all the armour of God, are approaching to 
meet them no less confident of victory, than 
was David, when he went forth to meet the 
For greater is he 


| who is for them, than all who can be against 


them. Though their enemies bring to bear 
upon them all their artillery, as well as their 


i Sg ls s: vet safelv vo ith > im. 
the Press, force out of existence every publication the | small arms; yet safely lodged within the im 


irectors do not choose to patronize, and. thus not only | # > 4 , 
ee 1 1 < pass pat ag A ceed | main recure ; and see their enemies consuming 

arge ciass 0 70 r y 2) . . : ie 
te more a larg A | their strength, and wasting their ammunition 


pervious walls of salvation and truth, they: re- 


| to little purpose. For their cause is the Lord’s 


| 


and must prevail. 

But it may be asked, in relation to them— 
* What evil have they done,’ that they should 
be so oppressed ? Why this opposition to them 
The answer is easy. If 


| they and their principles prevail, sectarianism 
' must fall, like Dagon before the Ark of God; 


and those who have made merchandise of the 


| people, and have filled offices, created by them- 


and with it zages the spirit of partyism, to an | 


alarming extent. 


Never probably, have we | 


seen, in our country, such vigorous efforts | 


made and making, as at present, to support 


tlerical domination, and to put down all per-"| 
wns and things that stand opposed to its reign. | 
The most of the various sects seem willing, | 


for the time being, to make friends, and unite 
their mighty forces and mighty energies against 


the sons of religious liberty, and the cause of | 


religious freedom, 
in favor of ecclesiastical tyranny. But the war 
between the parties is declared, and the battle 
has begun. Behold the armies in the field ! 
On the one hand you sce an almost innu- 


The odds indeed is fearful, | 


merable host of veterans, and new recruits, | 
who have been trained in the schools of secta- | 


tianism ; and are panoplied with learning ; 
with eloquence ; with great moral influence ; 
with creeds and confessions of faith ; with the 
wthority of great names; of councils of the 
Church ; and are spurred on to mighty exer- 
tion by interest and the love of Power. On 
the other you see a mere handful; a stripling 
band, with comparatively but little of the wis- 
dom of this world ; but little elequence ; but 
little more! influence ; with no human Creeds; 
the authority of no popular Church, and no 
popular names to plead in behalf of their cause, 
tor have they any earthly interests to stimu- 
late them to action. 

_ While, therefore, their enemies are triumph- 


lag and rejoicing in their anticipation of vic- | 





{ 


selves for their own aggrandisement, will fall 
from their mighty eminence, and great will be 
their fall. 

No wonder, therefore, that they exclaim, as 
the Jews did, in relation to our Saviour— 
‘‘ What do we? if we let this man alone, all 
the world will go after him, and the Romans 
will come and take away our place and na- 
tion.” O Lord, stand by thy people, plead 
thine own cause, and let thy righteousness go 
forth as brightness, and thy salvation as a lamp 
that burneth ! 

ae 

VoIce FROM THE MARGIN OF THE GRAVE.— 
The venerable Nathaniel Emmons, D. D. of 
Franklin, Mass. with whose fame our readers 
are acquainted, as having been. the principal 
leader of the orthodox party in New-England, 
has openly and plainly declared against Drs. 
Beecher, Griffin, and the other orthodox cler- 
gy of that stamp, accusing them of * intrigue, 
duplicity and artful management,” and declar- 
ing it as his belief, that, ‘* unless they are soon 
arrested in their course, an ecclesiastical hier- 
arcy will be established in this country,.as op- 
pressive and dangerous in its effects as was 
ever exerted by the Pope of Rome.” ‘Theob- 
taining of religious funds by these orthodox 
people, he considers as the certain steps to the 
consammation of their ambitious and unholy 
designs. We hope that the public will now 
believe there is something in the statement that 
the active leaders of the orthodox party are de- 
termined on obtaining the civil rule in‘connex- 
ion with their ecclesiastical authority. Many 
will believe Dr. Emmons when they would not 
believe persons of another faith. 

[N. ¥. Olive Branch. 
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THE BROKEN HEART AND LUTE. 
BY MRS. HEMANS. 
Sag dwelt in proud Venician halls, 
Midst forms that breathed from the pictured walls ; 
But a glow of beauty like her own, 
There had no dream of the painter known. 
Lit from within was her noble brow, 
As an urn whence rays from.a lamp may flow! 
Her young clear cheek had a changeful hue, 
As if ye might see how the soul wrought through ! 
And every glance of her fervent eye 
Seemed the bright waking of poesy. 
Even thus it was! from her childhood’s years— 
A being of sudden smiles and tears, 
Passionate visions, quick light and shade ; 
Such was that high-born Italian maid! 
And the spirit of song in her bosom-cell 
Dwelt, as the odours in violets dwell ; 
Or as the sounds in Eolian strings, 
Or in aspen leaves the quiverings ; 
There, ever there, the life enshrined, 
And waiting the call of the faintest wind. 
Oft on the wave of the Adrian sea, 
In the city’s hour of moonlight glee, 
Oft would that gift of the southern sky 
O’erflow from her lips in melody : 
‘Oft amid festal halls it came, 
Like the springing forth of a sudden flame— 
Till the dance was hushed, and the silver tone 
Of her inspiration was heard alone. 


And fame went with he bright and the crown’d, | ; 
uae, She See irre Tote ati | She had moved to the echoing sound of fame— 


And musick floated her steps around ; 
And every lay of her soul was borne 
Through the sunny land ou wings of morn. 

* And was the daughter of Venice blest, 
With a power so deep ir. her youthful breast ? 
Could she be happy, o’er whose dark eye 
So many changes and dreams went by, 
And in whose cheek the soft crimson wrought, 
As if but born from the rush of thought ? 
~—-Yes! in the brighness of joy awhile 
She move#, asa bark, in the sunbeam’s smile ; 
For her spirit, as over her lyre’s full chord, 
All, all on a happy love was poured! 
Ifow loves a heart, whence the stream of song 
Flows, like the life-blood, quick, bright, and strong ? 
How loves a heart, which hath never proved 
ne breath of the world ?—Kven so she loved! 
Blest, though the lord of her soul afar 
Was charging the foremost in Moslem war, 
Bearing the flag of St. Mark on high, 
As.a ruling star in the Grecian sky. 
Proud musick breathed in her song, when fame 
Gave a tone more thrilling to his name ; 
And her trust in his love was a woman’s faith— 
Perfect, but.fearing no change but death. 

But the fields are won from the Ottoman host, 
In the land that quelled the Persian’s boast, 
And a thousand hearts in Venice burn 
For the day of triumph and return ! 

—The day is come; the flashing deep 
Fvams where the galleys of victory sweep; 
And the sceptred city of the wave, 

With her festal splendour, greets the brave ! 
Cymbal, and clarion, and voice. around, 
Make the air one stream of exulting sound, 
While the beautiful, with their sunny smiles, 
Look from each hall of the hundred isles. 

But happiest and brightest that day of all, 

Reobed for her warrior’s festival, 

Moving @ queen ’midst the radiant throng, 

Was she, th’ inspired one, the maid of song! 

- The lute he loved on her arm she bore, 

As she rushed, in her joy, to the crowded shore! 


| 
| 


Br te ae ge re 
With a hue on her cheek like the damask glow 
By the sunset given upon mountain snow,, 
And her eye all filled with the spirit’s play, 
Like the flash of a gem to the chaageful day, 
And her long hair waving in riglets bright— 


i So came that being of hope and light! 


One moment, Ermivia! one moment more, 


| And life, all the beauty of life, is o’er! 


The bark of her lover hath touched the strang— 
Whom leads he forth with a gentle hand ? 


; A young fair form, whose nymph-like grace 
| Accorded well with the Grecian face, 





And the eye, in its clear soft darkness meek, 
And the lashes that drooped o’er a pale rose cheek. 


| And he looked on that beauty with tender pride— 


The warriour hath brought back an eastern bride, 
But how stood she, the forsaken, there, 

Struck by the lightning of swift despair? 

Still, as amazed with grief, she stood, 

And her cheek to her heart sent back the blood; 

And there came from her quivering lip no word— 

Only the fall of her lute was heard, 


| As it dropt from her hand at her rival’s feet, 


Into fragments, whose dying thrill was sweet! 
What more remained? her day was done; 

Her fate and the broken lute’s were one! 

The light, the vision, the gift of power, 

Passed from her soul in that mortal hour, 

Like the rich sound from the shattered string, 

Wheace the gush of sweetness no more might spring! 

As an eagle struck in his upward flight, 

So was her hope from its radiant height ; 

And her song weut with it for evermore, 

A gladness taken from sea and shore! 


| Silently, silently, died her name! 


Silently melted her life away : 


| As ye have seen a young flower decay, 


Or a lamp that hath swiftly burned, expire, 
Or a bright stream shrink from the summer’s fire, 


| Leaving its channel all dry and. mate— 


Wo for the broken heart and lute! 
a) aes ae 


A CHILD’S FIRST IMPRESSION. OF A STAR. 
A FaCT. 


| She had been told that God made all the stars 

' That twinkled up in heaven, and now she stood 
| Watching the coming of the twilight on, 

| As if it were a new and perfect world, 


| And this were its first eve. 


How beautiful 


| Mast be the work of nature to a child 


In its first, fresh impression ! Laura stood 


| By the low window, with the silken lash 


Of her soft eye upraised, and her sweet mouth 
Half parted with the new and strange delight 


| Of beauty that she could net comprehend, 


| And had not seen before. 





The purple folds 
Of the low sunset clouds, and the biue sky 
That looked so still and delicate above, 
Filled her young heart with gladness, and the eve 
Stole on with its deep shadows, and she still 
Stood looking at the west with that half smile, 
As if: a pleasant thought were at her heart. 
Presently in the edge of the last tint 

Of sunset, where the blue was melted in 

To the faint golden meliowness, a star 

Stood suddenly. A laugh of wild delight 


| Burst from her lips, and putting up her hands, 
| Her simple thought broke forth expressively 


“ Father ! dear father ! God has made a’star!” Ror 
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